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Welcome to Grove Vale Reception
First, welcome to our Reception!  We know that starting Reception is a very important milestone in your child’s (and your) life. You will need to be reassured that your child is in the care of appropriately qualified and experienced staff. For your child, this could be the first time they have been in a large group, or the first time they have been apart from you on a regular basis. Some children adapt to this very quickly, others take a little longer. Either situation is perfectly normal. We realise that you are entrusting us with the care of your child, and we place your child’s safety, welfare and development at the top of our priorities. We offer a secure, happy and stimulating environment where independence, self-confidence, consideration for others and good manners are encouraged.  At Grove Vale we are committed to developing each child as a whole.  We regard each child’s wellbeing as our upmost priority and therefore we take a very holistic approach to education.  The nurture systems that we have in place ensure all our pupils are given the best foundations to achieve.
Useful contact number:

You can contact the office on 0121 357 4319

Grove Vale Leadership Team

Headteacher – Mrs Connop

Deputy Head of School – Mrs Bunch

Assistant Head of School – Mrs Pickett
Reception Staff

The staff in Reception work and play with all of the children.  We encourage the children to play alongside all of their peers and not to become dependant on just one member of staff. 

Mrs Wetherall and Mrs Gill (EYFS Leaders)
Ms Parker and Mrs Draper (Teachers – Class1)
Mrs Gill and Ms Beech - (Teachers – Class 2)

Mrs Osborne (Learning Support Assistant – Class 1)

Mrs Khalia (Learning Support Assistant – Class 2)
Arrival and collection of children

When arriving you should only access the Infant playground via the gate on Monksfield Avenue.  Children and parents can then wait in the Infant playground until their child is collected at 8.50am or dismissed to you at 3.25pm.  Parents should then leave via the same route. It is important at this time that you supervise and do not allow them to play with school equipment or climb on the walls and fencing.
Please do collect your child on time as children become anxious being left.   If you can let us know by telephoning the school if for some reason you are going to be delayed.
If someone other than yourself is collecting your child please inform staff prior to this. In the interest of the children we will not allow your child to leave with anyone other than yourself if we have not been informed.

Please note we cannot stop a parent from collecting a child without a court order, which must be seen by the Head Teacher.
Settling in

Most children settle happily into Reception within a week or two.  Please talk to the staff if you have any concerns. To make transition run smoothly we have a staggered entry system. Children will be allocated a morning or afternoon session initially, progressing to staying for dinnertime and then onto a full day. Please see separate sheet for your child’s session times.
Clothing

Children should wear school uniform at all times. School uniform can be ordered bought from the Uniform Plus shop which is at the Scott Arms. Just a note that whilst we make every effort to ensure your child wears an apron when painting/gluing etc, accidents can still happen.

We encourage children to be as independent as possible.  Can you please consider this when choosing clothing for your child.  Elastic waists are better than buttons and velcro fastenings shoes are easier than laces and buckles.
Some parents will be eligible for free school uniform (see more information in your pack). If you are entitled to this it helps the school financially if you fill out the form and send it off. We get extra funding for children who are entitled to this.

Boys – Grey Trousers/short (summer)

Pale blue shirt or polo shirt


Sweatshirt

Black shoes

Grey or black socks

Girls – Grey skirt /pinafore dress/ grey trousers


Pale blue blouse or polo shirt


Sweat shirt

Black sensible shoes

Summer – Blue gingham dress

Spare Clothes – Please provide your child with a bag of spare clothing, including; pants, socks, trousers, t-shirt, jumper. When accidents happen, it is useful for the children to be able to change into their own clothes for their comfort and ease. The bags will be kept on their peg throughout the Reception year. 

Jewellery - Jewellery is not allowed. 

SWIMMING – on Wednesday

We are lucky to have a swimming pool at school and weekly lessons are taken by a qualified teaching instructor. Both boys and girls MUST wear a swimming cap which can be purchased in school. Boys must wear trunks (long shorts are not allowed). Towels are required. No Talc is allowed in the changing areas. Again no jewellery is allowed and children wearing plasters will be unable to go in the pool (we are unable to remove the plasters for your child). We ask for a few parent helpers each year.  If you are available to volunteer to help every week with all Reception children please come and speak to a member of staff.  These volunteers will need to have a DBS clearance.  This is something that the school has to fund so we would ask only parents who can commit weekly to volunteer.
Please don’t forget to put names in all clothing and shoes!  Children tend to have similar sized uniforms from similar shops, therefore if something goes missing with no name it is almost definitely lost forever! 

Hot weather - please make sure your child has appropriate light weight clothing and a sunhat or cap. Sun cream must be applied before school and can not be sent into school for children to apply.
Snack time and dinner time

Snack time is a social time at school.  We encourage good manners and use this opportunity to promote good hygiene, washing fruit, cleaning tables and of course washing our hands before eating.

We are a healthy school group. Pupils under five are entitled to free school milk, all other pupils can order milk at a small charge. This is now ordered via the company’s website and the school no longer deals with milk money.  Please see your welcome packs or the office for information! 
Fizzy drinks will not be allowed in school. A piece of fruit will be available to each child daily, free of charge and toast after swimming on Wednesday.
We ask that ALL children bring a water bottle each day.  This can be accessed at any time by the children and encourages healthy lifestyles as well as improving children’s concentration. We also have water available at all times.
Children have the option of going home for lunch, having a school meal or bringing sandwiches from home. It is better if you can stick to a regular pattern to ensure the children are settled. We would suggest children stay in school for lunch, as this is quite a social time for our pupils.  Meals are cooked on the premises. 

From September 2014 all pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 2 will be able to receive a school meal at no cost to the parent. This will help you save up to £400 a year if you take up this offer (please see information in your pack).
If you wish your child to bring a healthy packed lunch, food should be brought in a sealed container, with liquids in a flask or bottle. Please do not send your child with fizzy drinks. Water is available for children if they wish to have it. During the lunch time, supervisory assistants are responsible for looking after your child. Food which your child may not eat will be sent back home in their lunch box so that you can keep track of their eating habits.
Please be sure to write down any food allergies or dietary requirements your child has on the medical forms provided.
The Curriculum
We will be following the new Foundation Stage curriculum, where learning is laid out under seven areas, 3 Prime areas and 4 Specific areas:
Prime Areas

Communication and Language:  This area of development involves children learning to listen attentively in a range of situations.  Children will be encouraged to listen to stories and respond. It also focuses on a child’s understanding of language ensuring that they can follow instructions and answer how and why questions about their experiences.  As well as these things it also looks at speech, ensuring children express themselves effectively using past, present and future forms accurately and are able to develop their own narratives and explanations.
Physical Development: This area of development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their coordination, control and movement.  Children will also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development:  This area involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and have confidence in their own abilities.
Specific Areas
Literacy:  This area of development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and begin to read and write.  Children will be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 
Mathematics: This area of development involves providing children with the opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes spaces and measures.
Understanding of the World:  This area involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
Expressive Arts and Design: This area involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role play and design and technology.
Children learn through a mixture of play based activities, these may be child initiated activities or adult led. We firmly believe that learning should be fun!  We aim to provide your child with a fun and stimulating environment where they can learn to become independent and conversant with both adults and their peers. The outside play area is an extension of our indoor classroom.  Consequently we play outside every day; including rainy, snowy or hot sunny days.  
Parent Involvement in Assessing

As parents you are the font of knowledge for your children’s abilities and interests.  We want all the information you can share with us to help with our assessments of your child.  

We will be assessing pupils against skills broken down into developmental age bands.  There will be a workshop in the autumn term to explain the EYFS curriculum and the expectations for the end of Reception year.
In Reception we keep an online journal recording all the learning and fun of children's early education. ‘Tapestry’ enhances this special time, helping teachers to capture children's experiences as well as monitor development and learning. Text, images and videos are uploaded via a PC or tablet. Every entry helps to create a complete story of a child's time at school.
This journal is shared online with parents, who are able to see special moments and view their child's progress. Parents can also comment on their child’s observation also. We will ask for your email address at the start of the year in order for us to share these observations with you.

We would love you to contribute to these as much as possible.  You can do this by speaking to us about children’s achievements, sending in copies of work, photos, certificates and commenting on Tapestry observations.  
Phonics
At Grove Vale we teach phonics as the primary approach to learning to read and write.  Children are taught phonics daily and it is here that we teach the different letter names and the sounds each letter makes.  Once children have a bank of letters and sounds that they know we will then begin to blend these sounds together to read words and segment words to spell.  It is in these lessons that we also teach children the correct way of forming their letters (please see your pack for letter formation sheet).  We follow Letters and Sounds as well as elements of the Ruth Miskin Phonics programme. As well as learning letter sounds in these sessions, children will also be taught to read some words on sight.  These words are called “tricky words” or “red words” these are common words that can not be sounded out (e.g. the, no, go) and children will need to remember what they look like. Children will be given these words to take home to learn throughout the year –‘Disney words’. Once they learn a set of words they will be given a certificate.
Homework
Your child will bring home things for you to do together at home and have fun.

Tapestry Projects – The children will be set ‘Tapestry projects’ at the beginning of every half term and children will have the whole half term to complete it.  These activities are fun and open ended so you can be creative with what you do.  These activities will then be uploaded onto Tapestry and shared with the rest of the class. 

Discovery Book – The children will complete their ‘Discovery Books’ once during each half term. This is a chance for the children to share their interests with us all. 

Maths Games – changed fortnightly

Library Book – changed weekly

Reading Book – changed weekly (when staff feel your child is ready for a reading book)
We will also send out tricky words or other activities to further support your child’s learning.
Homework will be gradually introduced throughout the year.
Illness and accidents

Should a child become unwell during the day we will contact you if we feel they should go home. Please keep your child at home if they are feeling unwell and telephone the school.  Remember to inform us if they have an infectious disease so we may inform other parents. 

Children who have sickness and/or diarrhoea must not come to school.  They should only return 48 hours after the last bout of sickness/diarrhoea.  
We have children in our classes that have very low immunity and it is especially important that your child is not sent into school if they are poorly.
We do everything possible to ensure our setting, toys, equipment and play areas are safe but occasionally accidents happen.  All accidents are recorded in our accident book. If we feel your child should go home, we will contact you.  If your child has a bump to the head we will inform you as soon as possible. Should emergency hospital treatment be necessary a member of staff would contact you and call for an ambulance if necessary.

Please make sure contact numbers are up to date.
Administration of medicines
While it is not our policy to care for sick children, who should be at home until they are well enough to return to the setting, we will agree to administer medication as part of maintaining their health and well-being or when they are recovering from an illness. 
In many cases, it is possible for children’s GP’s to prescribe medicine that can be taken at home in the morning and evening. As far as possible, administering medicines will only be done where it would be detrimental to the child’s health if not given in the setting. 
If a child has not had a medication before it is advised that the parent keeps the child at home for the first 48 hours to ensure no adverse effect as well as to give time for the medication to take effect. 
We will obviously assist in potentially lifesaving treatment for anaphylactic shock and other severe allergies – e.g. epi-pen. Children will always be supervised but please ensure they are ready to be as independent as possible in these situations. Practise at home with them first, send in a syringe instead of a spoon for liquid medicines, provide a spacer for inhalers to ensure children get their correct dose etc.
Care plans will be written for children who take regular medication.  These will explain procedures to follow with their treatment and care and all staff that work with the child will be made aware of their needs.

Behaviour Management

At Grove Vale we encourage good behaviour by having a regular routine and being consistent children feel more secure.

We use praise, certificates and stickers to reinforce good behaviour.

A traffic light system has been developed to support the management of behaviour for children in the school.  If poor behaviour is displayed and golden rules broken, the children will progress through the traffic light system.  If this persists, then children are placed on the red traffic light and are given a short time out under the supervision of a member of staff and their name will be put into the Behaviour book. If children are placed on red parents are always informed at the end of the day.  If your child demonstrates excellent consistent behaviour they will be placed on the star and in the Behaviour book. When they have been on the Star 3 times they will get a certificate in assembly.  The behaviour book is monitored weekly and if we feel that we need to speak to parents about their child’s behaviour then they will be contacted. Children will be reassured that they are valued even if their behaviour has been unacceptable.

If there is anything significant happening at home that could affect your child’s behaviour or could worry them, please let staff know.  This will be discussed with other professionals on a ‘need to know’ basis only.

How to help your child at home

Talk positively about school
Talk to your child about what they will be doing at school focusing on activities you know they enjoy –‘playing schools’

Dress and undress themselves

This includes being able to put on and take off their coats and shoes. If possible buy shoes with velcro fastenings as they are easier to manage than shoe laces at this age. Look for school skirts and trousers with elasticated waists if your child finds buttons difficult. 

Using a pencil/paintbrush

Most children take a little time to perfect their grip so don’t worry if your child is not fully competent at holding their pencil correctly yet. Don’t worry if your child still uses both hands to draw, over time they will settle into using the hand they will feel comfortable with. 

Use a pair of scissors safely

Children find the use of scissors quite difficult at this stage so any experience in cutting up old cards, magazines, catalogues to strengthen the muscles in their hands will help towards this. 

Use the toilet independently

Get your child used to going to the toilet in unfamiliar settings (shopping centres, relatives’ homes). Explain to your child how they should let their teachers know when they need to go to the toilet. Include flushing the toilet and washing their hands with soap afterwards!

Use a knife and fork

If your child is taking a packed lunch ensure that they can open their lunch box and any food containers they’ll have with them. Have a picnic in the garden or set up an indoor ‘carpet picnic’ so they can have fun practising. If your child is having dinners ensure they can attempt to use a knife and fork correctly.

Say and identify their name
Play games where children have to find their name so that they can identify names on their possessions, pegs, books, etc.

Play with other children and tidying up!

If your child isn’t used to having to share toys, invite friends with children and encourage them to play together. It is also useful to get your child into the habit of tidying up after themselves as they will be expected to do this at school.

Respond to simple instructions/ read stories sing songs and rhymes

Play games which encourage your child to listen and follow instructions, such as ‘Simon Says’ or repeating rhythms on a saucepan! Read stories to your child and encourage answering questions about the book using the pictures to help. Sing songs and rhymes –children find them great fun to recite and they are an invaluable way of developing listening skills. 
We look forward to seeing you at our school.  We aim to have lots of fun and we know you are going to enjoy it here!
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